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iCQMMBJMSTSj  IN  KERALA  V-^ 

VtaiARGES  AJ^^^i^T  GOVERNMENT 
'       CENTRE'S-'ltlGHT   TO   INTERVENE 

By   J.   B.   Kkipalani 

When  the  queslion  of  Kerala  was  raised    in   the   Lok 
SaV)ha  during  the  last  session,  somo  important  member  of 
the  Congress,  an  ex-Minister  of  some  sort  in  the  lobby  told 
mo:  "Why  this  hullabaloo?  The  Congress  Governments  in 
the  States  do  the  very  same  things  that  the  Kerala  Govern- 
ment has  been  doing"  I  could  say  nothirig  to  this  weighty 
assertion-     He  was  likely  to  know  more  about   his  organi- 
sation than  myself-     How  could  1  contradict  what   came 
straight  from  the  horse's  m.outh?     I   was  also  conscious  of 
the  fact  th^t  Congressmen    do   indulge  in    irregularities. 
There  are  instances  where  \i  is  alleged  that  they  have  in- 
terfered with  tha  administration,  not  excluding  the  police 
and  the  judiciary-     Criminal  cases  are  said  to  have  been 
withdrawn  at  the  instance  of  Congressmen.     There   have 
been  political  murders  m  Congress  ruled  States.  Congress- 
men try  to  do  many  things  that  arc  undemocratic,  to  per- 
petuate Congress  ru^e-     Yet   I   felt  there   was  a  vital  dif- 
ference- 

The   great  difference  is  that  Congressmen   do   many 
of  these  doubtful  thmgs  in  their  individual   capacity   and  - 
for  individual  advantage-  Th^re  is  no  set  and  determined 
policy  behind    it-     For  instance  if  an  advantageous  con- 
tract is   given  to  a  Congressman,  in  preference  to  a  non- 
party  man,  it   is   for  personal  reasons  or  for  some  con- 
sideration.    It  is  not  in  pursuance  of  a  party   policy  or  to 
fill  the  coffers  of  the  party  from  profits  of  the  contract,    if 
there  is  sometimes  interference  in  administration  it  is  by 
individuals  and  for  the  benefit  of  Individ  aals.  Interference 
in  the  work  of  the  administration  is  not  the   creed   of  the 
Congress,  behind  which  rests  a  political  philosophy  and 
ideology. 
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If  some  Congressmen  are  favoured  by  a  Minister  it  is 
due  to  friendship,  relationship  or  for  benefits  received. 
Non-Congressmen  too  receive  similar  favours  for  the  same 
reasons-  One  group  in  the  Congress  patronises  its  own 
adherents  to  the  neglect  cf  thoFe  cf  the  rival  group-  If 
there  have  been  some  stray  political  murders,  the  victims 
have  been  both  Congressmen  and  the  m.embers  of  the 
opposition.  Sometimes  there  is  a  murder  as  the  result  of 
group  rivalries  within  the  Congress-  The  Chairman  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  local  Ccngress  organisaticn,  is  not  the 
boss  of  the  administration  there.  His  word  is  not  law  with 
the  officers-  He  cannot  order  them  about.  He  cannot 
get  transferred  such  officers  as  do  not  promote  party  in- 
terests. Congressmen  som.etimes  indulge  in  these  things 
not  as  a  system  and  not  for  party  purposes  but  for  their 
personal  interest,  and  sometimes  get  away  with  it.  The 
Congress  Committees,  whether  at  the  centre  or  in  the 
States  are  not  more  important  than  the  Government. 
The  admjinistration  cannot  be  ordered  about  by  Congress- 
men as  of  right-  It  is  not  bound  to  obey  a  Congressman 
as  of  duty. 

What  individuals  in  the  Congress  do  to  advance 
their  personal  interests  or  those  of  their  relatives  and 
friends  is  frowned  upon  in  higher  quarters.  It  maybe  that 
the  higher  authorities  do  sometimes  the  very  things  that 
they  prohibit  ordinary  members  from  doing-  But  this  only 
proves  that  there  is  no  philosophy  behind  what  is  done. 
How  often  have  warnings  been  issued  to  Congressman 
by  Congress  Governments  and  bosses  in  the  States  and 
the  Centre  not  to  interfere  with  the  administration?  Some 
of  this  interference  is  made  possible  by  the  timidity  of  the 
members  of  the  services  brought  up  in  traditions  of  sub- 
servience under  foreign  rule,  and  to  their  excessive 
anxiety  for  personal  safety,  at  ail  cost-  Whenever  officers 
have  been  independent,  Congressmen  have  not  been 
abie  to  interfere  Moreover  when  Congressmen  interfere 
with  the  administration  they  have  a  bad  conscience.  They 
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know  that  what  they  do  is  something  wrong,  which  is 
against  party  interests  and  discipline-  They  do  it  out  of 
their  weakness  and  cupidity- 

INTERFERENCE  BY  PARTYMEN 

However  interference  by  partymen  in  the  adminis- 
tration is  a  set  poUcy  in  all  Communist  countries.  The 
party  not  only  decides  the  broad  policies  for  the  Com- 
munist Governments  but  is  commissioned  to  supervise 
and  control  the  detail  of  the  day  t.i  day  administration. 
The  party  boss  occupies  a  more  important  position  than 
the  administrative  boss  The  Congress,  if  anything,  errs 
in  the  contrary  direction.  Here  even  the  basic  policies, 
whether  at  the  C-ntre  or  at  the  States,  are  generally  de- 
cided by  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Chief  Ministers  in  the 
States  or  by  tt^e  Cabinets.  In  the  party  meetings,  even 
Ministers  are  not  free  to  give  their  independent  opinion 
on  organi?ational  matters  It  is  what  happened  recently 
in  the  Ih  P.  and  half  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  were 
obliged  to  resign  on  this  issue.  Such  a  thing  will  be  un- 
heard of  in  the  Communist  Party-  The  party  is  superior  / 
to  everybody  else.  When  therefore  a  Communist  inter- 
feres in  the  admmistration  he  feels  he  is  doing  his  duty- 
He  has  no  bad  conscience-  He  is  not  injuring  the  party 
principles,  interests  or  discipline  He  is  working  in  con- 
sonance with  the  philosophy  and  ideology  of  the  Com- 
munist Party-  He  knows  it  is  the  party  dictatorship  which 
will  bring  about  the  proletarian  revolution  and  the  con- 
solidation of  power- 

For  years  Stalin  was  merely  a  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
munist party  in  Russia.  Yet  he  wielded  more  power  than 
the  nominal  Prime  Minister  there.  He  was  the  dictator 
before  he  was  the  Prime  Minister.  When  Bulganin  and 
Khrushchev  c  me  to  India,  it  was  not  the  former,  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Russia,  but  the  latter  the  party  Secretary, 
who  dominated  the  scene  and  made  the  most  important 


speeches  and  announcements-  The  Prime  Minister  was 
merely  the  decordtive  appendage  of  Khruschev,  the 
party  boss-  (Communist  Parties  have  no  Chairmen  or 
Presidenls.  Tne  highest  office  in  the  party  is  that  of  the 
Secretary)-  Sometimes  I  have  v/ondered  why  StaUn  and 
Khrushchev  got  themselves  elected  to  premiership  of 
Russia-  It  miay  be  they  wanted  to  add  the  glamcur  ot  that 
office,  nrminally  the  highest  in  the  Government,  to  the 
absolute  .power  they  already  had  as  perty  secretaries.  It 
is  just  like  the  Pnmje  Minister  ot  Irdia  getting  himself 
elected  to  the  Presidentship  of  the  Indiv-n  Republic  when 
he  wields  not  only  all  power  but  also  can  do  all  the  cere- 
monial things  that  the  President  is  called  upon  to  d-^,  ex- 
cept occupy  the  first  place  when  he  is  present 

Anyway,  the  theory  is  that  the  party  is  more  impor- 
tant than  the  Government  and  this  importance  of  the 
party  must  manifest  itself  not  only  in  the  broad  policies 
laid  d'-^wn  for  the  Government  but  its  miembers  should 
control  and  supervise  the  details  of  the  day  to  day  ad- 
ministration- Why  was  the  former  Defence  Minister  of 
Russif!,  Zhukov,  a  war  hero,  removed  from  his  office?  Vir- 
/  tually  he  was  next  in  importance  only  to  Khrushchev.  The 
''  charge  against  him  w.^s  that  he  v;as  undermining  the 
party  influence  in  the  army-  He  saved  his  skin  by  plead- 
ing guilty  to  the  charge.  In  Russia  the  highest  digni- 
taries in  the  party  and  the  Government  are  ready  to  cas- 
tigate therns?-lves  and  appear  in  ashes  and  loin  cloth  at 
the  bidding  of  the  p^rty  dictator,  like  the  Catholic  Priests 
in  the  middle  ages  in  Europe  at  the  bidding  of  the  Pope- 
But  the  Catholic  priests  took  delight  in  humbling  them- 
selves. Ttiat  was  the  way  to  kill  the  individual  ego. 
Whether  the  Pops  was  right  or  wrong  was  immaterial- 
One  wonders-  If  important  members  of  the  Communist 
Party  and  the  Government  in  Russia  do  feel  exalted  and 
happy  when  they  are  degraded,  humiliated  and  liguida- 
ted  Human  psychology  does  not  alv/ays  work  accordir^g 
to  reason  and  the  laws  of  logic- 
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What  the  Communists  are  d^ing  in  FCerala  is  in  ac- 
cord with  the  theoreticil  formMlation  of  Marx.  The  Marxian 
revolution  is  engineered  and  accomplished  by  the  Com- 
munist Party,  The  party  as  the  instrument  of  the  revo- 
lution must  therefore,  have  dictatorial  powers-  This  is 
dicfatorship  of  the  Communist  Party  the  collective  die- 
tatrrship,  which  inevitably  develops  into  the  dictatorship 
of  an  individual  the  boss  of  the  party  Therefore,  the  party 
must  be  supreme  in  everything.  Whatever  the  party  does 
is  the  law  and  the  constitution.  It  is  always  so  in  auto- 
cracies. Every  absolute  monarch  in  the  past  declared 
that  he  was  the  state  and  the  law.  TheCcmmunist  Party 
dictatorship  also  considers  itself  the  State  and  the  law-  In 
the  middle  ages  the  Catholic  Church  was  the  master  of 
people's  souls.  Therefore  it  also  became  "ultimately  the 
master  of  their  bodies.  TheCcmmunist  Party  is  the  master 
of  peoplB's  bodies  and  therefore  cf  their  souls,  if  they 
pretend  to  have  them.  The  Catholic  Chuich  was  infallible. 
The  Communist  Party  too  is  infallible. 

The  Catholic  Church  was  the  vice-regent  of  God  on 
e=irth.  The  Co  Drrunlst  Party  is  the  vice-rcgant  of  the  pro- 
letariat- Those  who  opposed  the  Church  opposed  Gicd 
and  were  the  agents  of  anti-Christ,  Satan-  Those  who 
oppose  the  Communist  Party  oppose  the  proletarist,  of 
which  the  party  is  the  vice-regent.  The  party  alone  can 
be  the  protector  of  the  proletariat,  having  been  assigned 
the  task  by  the  nev/God  cf  historic  necessity.  Therefore 
even  a  popular  upsurge  or  revolt  as,  in  Hungary  and 
Tibet  must  be  inspired  by  tho?e  who  are  against  the  Pro- 
letariat', the  imperialists,.' the  vested  interests,'  the  're- 
actionary elements'-  The  "Western  imperialists  have  not 
been  brought  in  the  picture  in  the  present  upsurge  in 
Kerala.  They  may  yet  come  in  at  sf  me  stage.  However 
the  whole  movement  is  engineered  by  the  'vested  interests 
and  tire  'reactionary  and  communal  elements',  who  are 
the  enernies  of  the  people.  The  movement  is 'anti-people'. 
These  assertions  are  made  and  repeated  day  in  and  day 
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out  even  when  labour  organired  a  day's  strike  against  Ihe 
regime.  It  would  appear  that  there  are  thousands  upon 
•  thousands  of  capitalists  an  J  landlords,  in  Kerala  who  de- 
monstrate every  day  against  the  Communist  Government 
and  court  arrest.     Who  says  Kerala  is  a  poor  State? 

MARXIAN   PHILOSOPHY 

It  is  therefore,  useless  to  argue  that  the  Kerala 
Government  has  broken  the  Indian  Constitution-  They  are 
not  bound  by  it  but  by  their  own  Marxian  philosophy  anp 
ideology.  If  they  were  not,  they  will  not  be  Communists 
but  only  democrats.  They  believe  in  the  Constitution  as 
long  as  it  serves  them-  It  served  them  to  get  into  power. 
To-day  it  serves  them  to  call  civil  disobedience  against 
them  in  Kerala  as  unconstitutional,  when  in  every  State 
they  have  been  indulging  in  campaigns  of  civil  disobedi- 
ence. The  fact  is  that  when  people  have  a  God  or  History 
given  mission  to  perform  they  cannot  think  of  such  un- 
important things  as  th^  Constitution-  Further  purity  of 
moans  has  no  meaning  for  them-  They  must  have  always 
a  d  luble  standard  of  morality  one  for  themselves  and  the 
contrary  one  for  their  opponents,  if  a  Communist  were 
to  betray  his  party  or  his  nation  he  \v~  u^d  be  a  traitor- 
But  the  same  conduct  by  a  citizen  of  a  demooratic  State 
will  be  applaaded'  There  can  be  no  treason  against  a 
Democratic  Party  or  State. 

The  legalists  who  are  talking  about  Constitution  do 
not  know  what  they  are  talking  about.  The  Communist 
Party  has  everywhere  thought  itself  above  the  Constitu- 
tion. Lenin  declared  that  Kerensky's  Government  was  as 
good  a  demcracy  as  anywhere  else  in  Europe-  All  the 
governments  behind  the  iron-curtain  were  installed  m 
p3wer  by  the  support  of  the  Russian  army,  stationed  in 
th'^'se  countries,  after  the  last  war,  even  though  they  had 
opposed  Hitler. 

The  Constitution  is  not  something  that  a  parly  can 
uphold  unilaterally.     It  is  not  lilce  a  moral  imperative  that 


must  b3  adhered  to,  do  what  orhers  may.  There  can  be 
no  constitution  unless  all  parties  in  a  democracy  believe 
in  its  sanctity  and  are  prepared  to  uphold  it.  If  one  party 
dees  not  believe  in  constitutional  action  and  believes  in 
revolutionary  tactics,  the  other  p'>rties,  try  as  they  may, 
cannot  uphold  the  Consiitution-  The  Constitution  has  al- 
ready been  set  at  naught-  Anyway,  if  the  Central  Govern- 
ment interferes  because  in  its  opinion  the  Constitution  for 
any  reason  has  brcken  down  in  general  in  Kerala  it  will 
bs  acting  within  its  constitutional  rights.  The  question  is 
one  of  judgment  and  not  of  the  Constitution  being  violated 
by  Central  interference. 

The  grim  humour  of  the  present  situation,  however, 
is  that  Congress  to-day  is  a  house  divided  against  itself. 
What  constitutional  propriety  was  there  in  a  Governor  of 
a  Province  giving  his  opinion  in  a  political  matter,  and 
that  also  concerning  another  State?  Unfortunately  all 
shades  Oi  opinion  are  found  represented  in  the  Congress- 
The  Socialists,  liberal  democrats,  the  status  quo  peop'e, 
the  social  reaclionaries,  the  ccmmunalists,  castits  and  the 
provincialists  are  all  represented  in  the  Congress,  There 
is  also  a  fair  sprinkling  of  fellow  travellers,  sometimes  in 
high  places.  This  is  the  traged/  of  the  Congress  and  the 
country. 
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